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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain excellent heat resistance by reacting a copolymer of a (meth)acrylic ester monomer and an addition- 
polymerizable monomer with NH3 or a primary amine in the presence of a nitrogenous heterocyclic compound. 

SOLUTION: A mixture of a (meth)acrylic ester monomer (a) such as methylmethacrylate and other addition-polymerizable monomeKs) such as 
styfene in a given proportion is heated together with a polymerization initiator and a chain transfer agent to react the monomers. The resultant 
copolymer is mixed with 0.1-10 pts.wt. nitrogenous heterocyclic compound such as 2-pyridone per 100 pts.wt. the copolymer and with about 0.1- 
lOmol of an imidating agent comprising NH3 or a primary amine such as p-toluidine per mol of the two kinds of acrylic ester structural units. The 
mixture is reacted at 100-350° C to obtain an imidated copolymer made up of 1-98% addition-polymerized structural units (b) derived from the 
monomer (a), 1-98wt.% imidated structural units derived from the units (b), and 0-98% other addition-polymerized structural units. 
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